PAGE  











APPROVED 05.14.24
CITY OF OWEN COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
DATE:  Tuesday, April 23, 2024
LOCATION:  City Hall
TIME: 6:00 pm
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: Mayor Scott Jalling
Alderpersons: John Mauel, Ray Kilty, Ken Martine, Jason Thornton; Bob Wilczek and Pam Jaffke 
ATTENDANCE LIST: Clerk/Treasurer Tracy Rau,  DPW Chad Smith, Deputy Kelly Booth
COMMUNITY ATTENDANCE: Cindy Cardinal/ES-Enterprise Sentinel
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jalling at 6:00 pm & the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Public Comment:  None
Approve 04.16.24 Meeting Minutes: Wilczek/Jaffke motion to approve minutes as written. Motion carried.
Centennial Financials’:  To do everything planned it will cost the committee roughly $15,000.  As the City goes into budget time this year is a larger donation something that can be looked at?  We gave $1000 this year and when the city turned 50 years, we donated $20,000.  We are holding a raffle this weekend (April 27,2024) at A&W and Dee Wells is kicking back some of the profits from the sales as well as our raffles.  We are also planning a city photo after the parade at the Old School.  Will keep reporting to the board on progress/ideas. 
Welcome Sign: One tree has been cut down with the other tree hoping to be cut.  Now you can see the sign and it needs help as it is leaning.  Looking at the sign in Depo it says Exit 122 which if the sign is moved closer to the Industrial Park this will have to be take into consideration.  The DPW will look at the sign and report back with suggestions.  
Public Works Report:  The DPW painted the pipes at the booster station blue after removing some rust possibly caused by moisture.  The lead/copper inventory is going well, no lead found thus far in any homes.  This needs to be completed by October and we hope to have it completed by this June/July.  There is grant money out there if lead/copper line is found in a home for the owner and the city.  The water tower was scheduled to be painted this summer is now pushed back to August.  They will wash the outside and paint the inside; replacing vents, wires, etc. and fix the plug. We will be putting in the paper the Consumer Confidence Report stating all water in the city is safe and what was tested.  The head of DPW along with another employee attended the WRWA conference in La Crosse they both passed the tests taken along with many days of learning.  The DPW tested the wastewater treatment plant for PFAS and found our numbers to be below average; testing was done due to the number of industries in our area.  The lift station behind the Old School was replaced with a soft starter; the standpipe that we have been patching will not make it another year; currently working with MSA could cost up to $100,000.  There is a sink hole on 4th Street that we need to fix further due to not plugging it several years ago.  The goose problem is approached every year, we will be oiling eggs along with possibly putting up some wire along water to deter them from getting on the bike trail.  We have gotten quotes from American and Jensen Asphalt to do some black topping of certain streets including the City Hall parking lot.  We purchased a lawn mower under warranty this year which was budgeted for.  They plowed and swept the streets.  Also talking with someone regarding cropping land.  The light pole is here with hopes of getting it installed within the next week.  
Residents Water:  Discussed ways to collect money owed to city for passed due water bills.  This will be on the next Agenda as well; need to start cracking down on residents.
Mayor’s Report:  None
Mediation:  Wilczek/Martine motion to allow Mayor Scott Jalling to be the Mediator for the City of Owen.  Motion carried.
Other Reports:  The clean sweep in Owen is coming up the first Saturday in May(5/4/24) along with flushing the pipes starting the following week(5/6/24-5/15/24); watch the paper.
Disbursements/Accounts Payable:  Martine/Kilty motion to approve. Motion carried.
Future Agenda Items: Welcome sign,  City Hall Update, Campground Rules, Resident Water Update, Business Park Map  
Adjourn: 8:00 pm Wilczek/Kilty motion. Motion carried.
Respectfully given to the best of my ability, Kelly Booth, Deputy Clerk
